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From Lonely Fields to Lucky Stars: New Children's Book Turns a 

Calf's Tale into a Heartwarming Adventure! 
 

Marion Carlson's new children's book, "The 

Lucky Orphan Calf," tells the uplifting story of a 

young calf whose misfortunes turn into a tale of 

luck and kindness, enhanced by vivid 

illustrations from a renowned artist in Minnesota 

and Iowa. Carlson, an experienced educator, 

infuses the book with values of resilience and 

empathy, drawing on her extensive background 

in early childhood education.  

 

A heartwarming tale of adversity, kindness, and 

unexpected fortune, Marion Carlson's latest 

children’s book, "The Lucky Orphan Calf," is now available. This enchanting story, brought to life 

by stunning illustrations from a well-known freelance artist in Minnesota and Iowa, Loren 

Chantland, captures the essence of compassion and good fortune. 

"The Lucky Orphan Calf" tells the story of a young calf who finds himself on a journey of 

miraculous transformations despite a rough start in life as an orphan. With the help of a caring set 

of twins and a couple of adventurous rides in a pickup truck, what begins as a tale of misfortune 

turns into a story of luck and loving care.  

Marion Carlson, a seasoned educator with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary Education 

and a Master's Degree with an emphasis in Early Childhood Education from the University of 

Minnesota, brings her extensive teaching experience to her storytelling. Carlson infuses her 

educational insights into her writing, making it both engaging and educational. 

The distinguished artist Loren Chantland crafted the book's illustrations, whose work is celebrated 

across Minnesota and Iowa, adding depth and vibrancy to Carlson's words. Loren's artwork has 

been crucial in bringing the story's scenes and characters to life, enhancing the narrative's impact 

on young readers. 

Customer feedback has been overwhelmingly positive. One Amazon customer review states, 

"Great children's story, and the artwork really makes the story come to life. Wonderful book!" 

Another reader adds, "Very cute story and the art is great!" 

"The Lucky Orphan Calf" is more than just a children’s book, it’s a tool for parents and educators 

to help children understand the values of resilience and empathy. Marion Carlson's commitment 

to educational excellence and her deep understanding of children's emotional and intellectual needs 

are evident in this touching story. 

The book is available now on Amazon and Barnes & Noble. 

https://amzn.to/3xYse7W
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-lucky-orphan-calf-marion-carlson/1144186226?ean=9798887756288
https://amzn.to/3xYse7W
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About the Book 

Imagine a little calf with no family and a streak of bad luck. But guess what? Things start to look 

up when this calf hops into a pickup truck and meets a pair of caring twins! Join our four-legged 

friend on a heartwarming adventure full of surprises and discover how, sometimes, a bit of 

kindness can turn the unluckiest day into the most incredible adventure ever. Prepare for a story 

filled with fun rides, new friends, and the magic of finding your lucky star! 

 

About the Author 

Marion Carlson is a seasoned educator with over four decades of experience in elementary and 

early childhood education. Holding a Bachelor of Science Degree and a Master's Degree with an 

emphasis in early childhood education from the University of Minnesota, she has dedicated her 

career to nurturing young minds. Marion spent 38 years teaching and also served as an adjunct 

professor at UMD for a decade, where she supervised student teachers and contributed 

significantly to preschool and K-6 education. A long-standing member of Phi Kappa Delta, she 

was honored in "Who's Who in American Education" in 1987, underscoring her profound impact 

on education. Marion's deep understanding of children’s developmental needs is vividly reflected 

in her literary work, where she continues to inspire and educate through storytelling. 
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